Report for the Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation (ITFC)/ Uganda Wildlife Authority Information and Lessons Sharing Workshop, held on the 13th-14th April 2011 at the Conservation Education Center, Ruhija

THEME: Emerging issues and challenges of natural resource management in Albertine Rift protected areas.
 Compiled By Badru Mugerwa and Fredrick Ssali
Welcome and introductions 

Participants were welcomed to the workshop by the ITFC director, Dr. Douglas Sheil. Participants then introduced themselves. 

Workshop opening & welcome speech by Prof. F.I.B. Kayanja 
Prof. Kayanja thanked organizers and participants of the workshop. He congratulated ITFC on its 20 years of existence and thanked ITFC for playing an important role as a flagship of research and monitoring in the region. He further noted that results of ITFC research have been useful especially the sound information used by management in decision making. Prof. Kayanja mentioned that he is Proud of ITFC achievements and assured that its future is certain. ITFC is going nowhere. Prof. Kayanja observed that the theme of the workshop was pertinent to ecological monitoring and natural resource management in Uganda and the entire region.
Prof. Kayanja attributed the current environmental challenges such as widespread tree cutting to greed and lack of information. He therefore challenged participants to spread information so as to avoid an environmental catastrophe. He suggested this is possible by publishing research findings in peer reviewed journals. He further pledged to help those with papers for publishing in the African Journal of Ecology. Prof. Kayanja then declared workshop officially open

Issues (questions and comments) raised by the audience and answered by respective presenters

Introduction to BMCA by Pontius Ezuma
Dennis Babaasa: Why was there a decline in number of tourists during 2007?

Pontius Ezuma: 2006 had a boom in number of tourists because of the researchers primatology /gorilla symposium organized by ITFC. The numbers dropped in 2007 to the normal numbers

Ronald Twongyirwe: What is the impact of the Hydro Electric Power (HEP) project in the BMCA? 

Pontius Ezuma: There is no information on environmental implications arising from this project. Studies on associated impacts of such projects are highly welcomed by UWA.
Introduction to ITFC by Miriam Van Heist 
Qn: What is REDD in full?
Miriam Van Heist: Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
John Justice Tibesigwa: Will the gorilla census be merged with censuses of other large mammals?
Miriam Van Heist: Deferred the matter to the concerned team (MPI), added that gorilla census provides information on the extent of illegal activities in the park.
Doug Sheil: Added that the current TEAM camera trapping activity has provided information on the existence and distribution of Bwindi mammals.

Diversity, distribution and impact of canopy hemi-parasitic plants in Bwindi forest by Emily Kamusiime 

Ed Wright: What is “semi/hemi” in describing parasitic plants?

Emily Kamusiime: Parasitic plants which are partially parasitic. They only derive water and support from the host, but make their own food.

Robert Bitariho: How do parasitic plants affect their hosts?

Emily Kamusiime: They cause decline in fruit taste, size and retarded growth of the host. Well documented with coffee where flowering and fruiting rates have been reduced.

Michele: Are the parasitic plants in Bwindi indigenous or exotic? 

Emily Kamusiime: Mostly indigenous and others exotic. The exotics move from cropland into the forest, while others move from the forest edge to agricultural fields.
Alien invasive plant species of Semuliki National Park by Brian Baguma

Doug Sheil: Why is the study important? 
Brian Baguma: Invasive species in Semuliki are likely to be increasing. Thus it is important to understand the current and future trends. Results will aid UWA to understand how invasive species are impacting the forest structure.
Prof. Kayanja: Are humans playing a role in spreading invasive species in the forest?

Brian Baguma: I don’t think human activity is playing a role. People were taken out of the park. Brian expects to determine whether invasive species are spreading naturally or human aided.

Desi Tibamanya: Were there complaints of invasive species becoming a menace in this landscape? Please give a justification for your study.
Brian Baguma: There are complaints from other areas where invasive species are threatening to change forest structure. Senna spectabilis has been reported to be increasingly spreading in the Semuliki National Park.
Robert Bitariho: How do you distinguish between natural and anthropogenic aided invasion of invasive species?

Brian Baguma: The area was abandoned several years back, thus species introduced by people have grown into big trees. I am recording seedlings of invasive species growing into the forest. Zones in the forest interior are less disturbed than those to the periphery. Thus, human influence is expected nearer to the park boundary, he added.
Odoi Juventine Boaz:  All invasive species have anthropogenic support.  There is nothing like natural invasion. There is a fairly serious level of invasion mainly because of tourism. A paper on this is currently being prepared.

Diversity and distribution of amphibians in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park  by Robert Ssekisambu
Dennis Babaasa:  In the 1991 inventory in Bwindi, it was recommended that amphibian inventories be conducted during breeding seasons. Was there any sign of frogs breeding during your field work?

Robert Ssekisambu: Results from this study show that inventories should also be conducted even during the dry season. Yes, we recorded tadpoles in ponds and swamps.
Fredrick Ssali: Is it documented that elephants could be likely carriers for the Chytrid fungus?
Robert Ssekisambu: Elephants share habitat with amphibians. Elephants move from one site to the other. Some frogs breed in water puddles resulting from elephant foot prints.

The role of rodents as potential carriers of parasites across Bwindi Impenetrable National Park boundary by Patrick Mawanda 

Ronald Twongyirwe: Did you kill the rats you captured?

Patrick Mawanda: No, we were using the capture-mark-release method. No killing!!! 

Baboons as potential reservoirs of zoonotic pathogens around Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda by Hillary Kumanya
Desi Tibamanya: What is the meaning of isolates?

Hillary Kumanya:  They are strains separated from a mixed culture i.e. pathogens such as bacteria separated from mixed pathogens.
Ed Wright: Are the baboons you are studying habituated?

Hillary Kumanya: They appear semi-habituated considering the fact that they spend a lot of time in community land.
Ronald Twongyirwe: Why did you consider only two troops, from Ruhija and Buhoma?
Hillary Kumanya: These troops interact with the community and easily accessed. The distance between Ruhija and Buhoma is large enough allow adequate separation between the troops.
Odoi Juventine Boaz: What is the number of baboon troops in Bwindi? Is your study an adequate representation?
Hillary Kumanya:  I don’t know the number of baboon troops in the park. Interviews with local people gave information on distribution. I based on this information to select sites.  
Doug Sheil: How far do animals move in and outside the park for baboons and rodents?
Hillary Kumanya: About 1-1.5 km into the park.
Patrick Mawanda:  I am not sure, I estimate between 5-7m.

The impact of elephants on trees in BINP, south western Uganda by Fredrick Ssali 
Dennis Babaasa: An investigation on nutrient status of food preferred by elephants is needed
Fredrick Ssali: Agreed; this is already recommended in the thesis
Kissa David Ocama: Is it true that elephants topple small and abundant trees? This is not the case with Myrianthus holstii
Fredrick Ssali: Yes, because small and abundant trees tend to be close together. Hence elephants could be pushing them over as they make their way through the forest.
Hillary Kumanya: Where the differences in elephant impacts among sites related to the abundance of other animals in each site? Do we need more or less elephants?
Fredrick Ssali: This study did not determine the relationship between elephant impacts and abundance of other animals. I recommend other studies to highlight on this.
Qn: Why do you recommend the removal of ferns? Are they invasive?

Ans: Ferns have persisted in areas used by elephants perhaps due to elephant trampling. The persistence of ferns hinders regeneration of trees and hence the forest may not recover from past disturbance as shown by the existing large gaps.  
How do soil organic carbon stocks vary within forest and following conversion to other land uses by Ronald Twongyirwe
Prof. Kayanja: What can you conclude from your results showing differences in carbon stocks?

Ronald Twongyirwe:  Although forests showed a lower value of carbon stocks than other landscapes, this difference was so small, almost negligible.

 Prof. Kayanja: Did you sample the swamp?

Ronald Twongyirwe: No sampling was done outside forest. I didn’t have swamps among my studied landscapes. I recommend further studies.
Alastair McNeilage: Did your statistical analysis show that forest soils have a low carbon stock than other landscapes? Only tables are not sufficient to make this conclusion, without P-values.
Desi Tibamanya: How does the higher species diversity in tropical rain forest of Bwindi contribute to carbon stocks?

Ronald Twongyirwe: No answer!!!

Brian Baguma: Do you think having plots in the primary and secondary forests influenced the results?

Ronald Twongyirwe: I agree that variation exists between forest types. I made several replications to cater for this.

Assessment of methods for low density tree species by Kissa David Ocama
Odoi Juventine Boaz: Why did you classify Myrianthus trees as mature and adults? There conventional forestry classification for plant stages e.g. seedlings, samplings, poles etc.
Kissa David Ocama: These classifications are not applicable on Myrianthus because even small trees can bear flower and fruit.
Odoi Juventine Boaz: Which of the two methods would you recommend for determining the density of Myrianthus?
Kissa David Ocama:  I didn’t have prior data on density of Myrianthus, and these are just estimates. I recommend distance sampling, because errors and biases in estimates tend to be higher with belt method.
Influence of land-use changes on soil microbial composition and function in the Nile River watershed in Uganda by Peter Alele

Desi Tibamanya: Justification for your study. How will the outputs be put to use?

Peter Alele: Outputs will be useful to protected area managers, academics and scientists. My methods used in this research can be used by other researchers.
Odoi Juventine Boaz: Why only wooded landscapes, settled and cultivated landscapes are missed out. Do you intend to include cultivated/agricultural sites in your study?

Peter Alele:  Cultivated landscapes are very important and useful, but it is a lot of work and not part of my objectives. I recommend this for other studies

Socio-economic benefits of Bwindi’s Multiple Use Programme to the local people by Robert Bitariho 

Chris Kidd: What are the major resources the Batwa request from the park?

Robert Bitariho: Wild yams, vines for basketry and medicinal plants.

Emmanuel Akampulira: Why only two parishes?

Robert Bitariho: The two chosen parishes don’t benefit from any other park activity such as tourism.

Michele: Can UWA programs alone alleviate poverty?

Robert Bitariho: No, more programs are needed to alleviate poverty.

Emilly Kamusiime: Why did you consider only women and men, and left out the youth?

Robert Bitariho: I couldn’t interview all groups of people. I had to focus!!

Charles Atuhe: Why is Rytigynia not used in places where it occurs?
Qn: Why was the percentage of interviewees higher than the percentage of the users?

Ans: The percentage shows fraction of only those who were interviewed  

Counting Elusive Animals by Edward Wright

Charles Atuhe: Some issues elsewhere have been raised as regards to using the genetic method, where researchers collect fecal material from only one individual.

Edward Wright: Some times this can happen, but the new methods we hope to use will iron out this worry.

Pontius Ezuma: Account for the differences in gorilla numbers between the sweep and genetic methods. What is the number of gorillas in Bwindi?
Edward Wright: The genetic method corrects for accuracy. The sweep method may miss out on gorillas not seen by the field observers.
Alastair McNeilage: The genetic method is a refinement and more accurate.
Mt Gorilla habituation for a proposed tourist gorilla group (Oruzogo) by Peter Kabano 
Ivan Wassaaka: Is high vigilance of gorillas good or bad?

Peter Kabano: High vigilance is a sign of stress. 

Raymond Kato: Is it true that habituated gorillas have a higher population growth than wild ones.

Peter Kabano: Human intervention especially in Rwanda. Habituated gorillas are less exposed to illegal human activity like snares due to the regular human presence (researchers and tourists).
Emerging diseases-a new challenge to wildlife conservation & management of protected areas by Benard Ssebide 
Doug Sheil: Are there pathogens that only affect Apes?
Benard Ssebide: No, new diagnostics show that there are no pathogens that attack only apes.
Alastair McNeilage: Is there a policy to guide interventions in gorilla health? E.g.when a gorilla is injured.
Benard Ssebide:  None. There is need to develop a policy that states when to intervene.

Peace, Parks in mountain forests: The law and policy of transforming conflict to stewardship by Elaine Hsiao

Doug Sheil: What are you exactly doing in your research?

Elaine Hsiao: Ground-truthing so as to evaluate the existing legal framework on the water systems of the Albertine rift area
Qn: Which methods are being employed?

Elaine Hsiao: Qualitative methods

Qn: Which community level is the study focusing on?

Elaine Hsiao: In Uganda’s case, the study is focused on community conservation areas including parishes and cells

Tropical Ecology Assessment and Monitoring (TEAM) network by Badru Mugerwa

Desi Tibamanya: What will be the end result of TEAM data?

Badru Mugerwa: The data will provide insights in trends in biodiversity. UWA can use the data in decision making for the management of wildlife in Bwindi.
Qn: Are there plans to extend TEAM activities to other PAs in Uganda?

Badru Mugerwa: There are plans to add Kibale and Budongo to the TEAM network.

Impacts of bark harvest on Rytigynia kigeziensis and Ocotea usambarensis in BINP By Douglas Sheil (for Suzanne Stas and Else Langbroek who prepared the presentations based on thei MSc research)
No questions

Participatory 3-Dimensional Modeling: Integrating traditional knowledge and Protected Area management by Chris Kidd 
Badru Mugerwa: How many Batwa clans are in Bwindi?

Chris Kidd: I don’t know, the modeling will give us some answers. 

Biodiversity Research and Monitoring at Karisoke-Virunga National Park-Rwanda by Deo Tuyisingize 
Pontious Ezuma: Large mammal surveys like those in Virunga should be expanded to cover the whole Greater Virunga landscape (GVL).
Qn: Are there plans for collaboration with researchers in other countries especially Uganda?

Deo Tuyisingize: Yes, Ugandans should take advantage of the many research opportunities in Rwanda. We can also encourage the sharing of information in many fora like this workshop.
Kissa David Ocama: Large mammals are decreasing with time, seasonality and different survey methods give different results.
Deo Tuyisingize: We used different methods to make comparisons.

Doug Sheil: How do you work with ORPTN? How do you decide on research priorities?

Deo Tuyisingize: Charismatic and keystone species are given priority. We help in the formulation five year management plans for the park, together with ORTPN.

An assessment of forest trees resilience to elephant impacts in Rabongo, MFNP by Odoi Juventine Boaz 

Kissa David Ocama: How will the study ensure that the impact of other large mammals is not attributed to elephants? There is need for control sites
Kissa David Ocama : What about other animals’ impact on regeneration?
Odoi Juventine Boaz: Elephants have most impact on trees as compared to other animals in this area.
Understanding the uptake and management of human wildlife conflict mitigation measures by local communities- a social perspective by Emmanuel Akampurila
Ronald Twongyirwe: Has a trench been dug along the buffalo wall to improve its effectiveness in deterring problem animals in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park?

Emmanuel Akampurila: No, a trench is difficult to dig there because of the nature of the soil. Kisoro is stony with light soils so the stone wall won’t stand long.
Robert Barigyira: Farmers should be paid to construct the wall, but not hiring casuals to build the walls. This will enhance their acceptance for the intervention.

Emmanuel Akampurila: UWA and gorilla group are giving people money to farmers to build and maintain the wall.

Miriam Van Heist:  In Rwanda, small openings have been included in the wall to allow entrance of people into the park.

Pontious Ezuma: No more gates should be opened in the wall. The park has adequate gates.
Doug Sheil: UWA should allow openings in the wall because the people still get into the park any way and damage the wall.

Pontious Ezuma: People get into the park to graze.

Raymond Kato: Which intervention is the best? Why should gloves be a limiting factor?
Emmanuel Akampurila: No single intervention can be said to be perfect. A combination of interventions makes up for the weaknesses of each single intervention. Gloves are expensive to the farmers.
Desi Tibamanya: Comparison between sites, those with or without intervention. In which zone have the interventions worked?

Emmanuel Akampurila: Interventions have been successful at house hold level but not at community level e.g. Kalangala parish.
Brian Baguma: What are the incentives to manage interventions, and compensation for crop losses due to animals?

Pontious Ezuma: The law doesn’t allow for compensation for crop loss due to problem animals. However some money from the gorilla levy can be used to compensate for crop loss. There is no need for compensation following the Wildlife Act of Uganda. It states that wildlife belongs to Ugandans. So, nobody needs to be compensated since their own animals have damaged their crops or property
Robert Barigyira: Are you planning to share your findings with the community? What are your suggestions for the failed interventions such as the Mauritius thorn?
Emmanuel Akampurila: Mauritius thorn failed because it was being shaded by boundary trees. People have been allowed to cut down such trees.

Christopher Byaruhanga: Who started the failed interventions, and why did they fail?

Emmanuel Akampurila: Several partner organizations including BMCT, IGCP, ITFC and CARE started the interventions.

Qu: Did you consider the effect of family and land size on wildlife conflicts?

Emmanuel Akampurila: Yes we did, e.g. we included house hold size in the surveys.
Qn: What is the practical solution to stop baboons destroying people’s gardens since the live traps are proving ineffective?

Emmanuel Akampurila: By seasonally shifting baboon traps from one place to another.
Brian Baguma: Is there increased rate of school drop outs because children are involved in guarding against crop damage by wild animals?

Emmanuel Akampurila: Yes, increased school drop out in the front line communities has been reported and this can be attributed to problem animals

Qn: What are some of the reasons for the interventions not working?

Emmanuel Akampurila: There are a number of reasons. An example is for the buffer crops in Nkuringo failed due to insufficient market.
Is Bwindi’s multiple use programme collaborative? A comparison with other protected areas of Uganda by Robert Bitariho 
John Justice Tibesigwa: The cited UWA act of 1996 was revised. The up-to-date legal framework guiding UWA is the Act of parliament 2000
Hilary Kumanya: The difference in the IUCN protected area management categories might have an influence on the results. The study could have also included wildlife reserves if funds allowed.
Robert Bitariho: We considered sites under different categories; we didn’t look at only national parks.

Pontious Ezuma: Are same plant resources harvested in all PAs? The government policy discourages cohesive groups you are recommending and also setting different groups for the Bakiga and Batwa which the government is also discouraging. Bakiga and Batwa communities should co-exist.
Chris Kidd: All Ugandans should be treated equally; hence the government should enforce and empower all groups.

Pontious Ezuma: Has the study taken into consideration the availability of the resources wanted by the communities?
Robert Bitariho: Yes, a total 26 resource items being included in the study.
Pontious Ezuma: Are communities being encouraged to grow these plants on their farms?

Robert Bitariho: Different programs in the past e.g. ICRAF funded this activity but did not spread. There is lack of funding in this area.
Alastair McNeilage: Does UWA have a CFM/ resource use policy?

John Justice Tibesigwa: The act provides for CFM with organized groups.

Kissa David Ocama: What is the effect of market forces on the perceptions held by communities on resources used?
Robert Bitariho: Communities with good market for resources think that they are benefiting from these resources 

John Justice Tibesigwa: Why are some resources allowed in some areas and not in the other areas?
Robert Bitariho: Some areas are both tourism and MU zones.

Brian Baguma: Did you consider that the political environment in protected areas influence resource access?

Robert Bitariho: This hasn’t been reported in Bwindi, so was not considered.

Charles Atuhe: How can multiple use program co-exist with tourism?

Robert Bitariho: I recommend such a study be conducted to look into this.

Qn: What compelling forces are needed to ensure cooperation among the resource use communities?

Robert Bitariho: There is need for good leadership by the resource use committees
Comment: There is need to scale down the communities to village/cell level

Comment: There is need to take into consideration the purpose for gazettement of each protected area when determining the amount and type of resources that communities can harvest from the park.
Comment: Resource access should be guided by research findings.
Comment: A model is needed to show how and which resources are being used by communities

ITFC-UWA bamboo study in Mgahinga: Impact of dead bamboo stem harvest by local people by Douglas Sheil 

Alastair McNeilage: Why was it that bamboo cutting in Mgahinga did not stimulate new growth yet studies elsewhere have shown otherwise?

Douglas Sheil: Studies elsewhere such as Ethiopia involved cutting of the green young stems/shoots as well. In Mgahinga, only the dead stems were cut. Cutting of dry stems has no physiological cost on the plant. UWA could consider cutting of green stems as well to check if this encourages production of new shoots. 

Alastair McNeilage: Could you also consider young stems?

Douglas Sheil: If UWA allows people to cut young stems.

Alastair McNeilage: Are you worried about the current Mgahinga bamboo that all bamboos will dry out?
Douglas Sheil: Not worried since the results showed comparatively higher densities of young bamboo in Mgahinga than in the neighboring bamboo forests. MGNP has a large amount of bamboo sprouts.

Pontious Ezuma: The study has given insight on how to manage bamboo in MGNP.
John Justice Tibesigwa:  UWA is not worried about resource access but the worry for UWA lies in the lack of scientific information to guide decision making as regards to resource use.
Benard Ssebide: UWA should be clear with their worries. This study will trigger demands of similar resources from other areas e.g. dry wood and bamboo in Bwindi.

Fred Nizeyimana: Any suggestions on how to cut bamboo?

Douglas Sheil: Cuttings should be controlled.

Desi Tibamanya: Will selected plots became a MUZ area?

Douglas Sheil: Blocks will be established for bamboo harvesting. The trial plot allowed for harvesting lies in the intended MUZ

Ronald Twongyirwe: Monitoring of harvesting impacts? There is need to investigate nutrient budgets for bamboo. How resilient are bamboo to nutrient losses?
Douglas Sheil: How much nutrients are removed through harvesting can be determined from data from elsewhere. Studies have already provided information on nutrient demands of bamboo. Estimates for Mgahinga bamboo can be made.

Alastair McNeilage and Michele: Express concern of disease transmission into the park during resource harvesting.

Robert Sekisambu: Suggests that UWA/CARE should wait to allow bamboo harvesting at least for a year, to see whether any impacts of the cutting from study will be observed. 

Comment: UWA should first understand what communities want before deciding whether to allow removal of dead or green stems

Douglas Sheil: There will be need for replicated plots in the new extraction and monitoring design

Multiple Use Programme (MUP) - Group One.

Michele: 

1. Local communities should be fully involved in the MUP.

2. All stake holders should support UWA to successfully implement MUP.

3. Staff transfers in UWA still cause a problem of poor institution memory.

Dennis Babaasa: Memorandum of understanding for resource should be signed between the actual local resource users and UWA, not local council officials (which has been the case). The people who sign the MOU should be more of resource users’ not political leaders.
Miriam Van Heist: The problem is that there are so many small resource users’ groups, which makes it hard to sign MOUs.
Pontius Ezuma: I address a comment by Brian Baguma that research findings are kept on shelves and never used (grow lichens).  This has been the past experience but the reason is that researchers have been poor communicators. Research findings should be communicated in a language that managers understand.

Desi Tibamanya: Plant resources in which people are interested in should be domesticated on peoples’ farms.

John Justice Tibesigwa: MUP was changed to integrated resource use programme.

Problem animal 2: Group discussion report
Robert Ssekisambu: UWA should market interventions against problem animals that they think are effective.
Doug Sheil: Interventions should be established with consultation with communities but not imposing interventions on them.
Dennis Babaasa: Buffer wall should only be to people with gardens close to the park. This is because not everyone is affected by problem animals.

Charles Atuhe: Motivation should be available for the communities to manage interventions against wildlife. Provide financial incentives to farmers. 

UWA is currently revising the wildlife policy where problem animal control will be a shared responsibility for UWA and local government.

Odoi Juventine Boaz: Won’t the Mauritius thorn become invasive with time. Combining trenches and buffer walls will provide a raised ground for buffaloes to jump over the wall.
Fred Nizeyimana: All methods have pros and cons.

Summary of interventions against problem animals

Mauritius thorn

1. Need for re-assessment i.e. to check where the Mauritius hedge is broken and address the problem

2. UWA and communities should agree on the boundary markers

3. Trim the boundary marker trees to reduce shading effect on Mauritius hedge

4. UWA should be involved in designing the intervention

Scare shooting

1. Community representatives should be involved

2. Rangers should respond timely when notified by the communities

3. Communities should be sensitized and empowered on how to respond in the event of scare shooting

4. This intervention should be combined with other interventions

Buffalo wall
1. The best intervention despite its shortcomings
2. Frontline communities should own the interventions

3. Need for wall management committees

4. Increase height and width

Time frame

1. Intervention activities should be continuous
2. There is need for collaboration

3. There is need for MoU with all stakeholders

Closing remarks by the Director
The director commended the participants for quality presentations and stimulating discussions. Thanked the organizers for a job well done. Thanked MacArthur foundation for funding the workshop

Closing remarks by BMCA CAM 

Mr. Pontius Ezuma observed that the workshop provided an opportunity for learning. He noted that conserving wildlife for the next generation is an enormous responsibility. Wondered how BMCA will look alike in 100 years. He emphasized that park managers need scientific facts to guide decision making, and thanked ITFC for spearheading research in BMCA. Pontius called upon all the stakeholders to take part in designing a new management plan for BMCA since the current one is due to expire in July 2011. He thanked the organizers and recommended that the information sharing workshop continues to be organized each year. He then declared the workshop closed at 4:46 pm.
The participants were entertained by the orphans’ music group, and later treated to a mouth watering dinner, music and dance at the Gorilla Friends campsite.

