ITFC

The Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation (ITFC) has spear-headed conservation-research and training in Uganda since 1991.  With a station at Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, UNESCO World Heritage site, ITFC’s work is globally recognised. 
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Bwindi’s sharp park boundary
Mountain gorillas and a diversity of other remarkable animal and plant species only occur in Southwest Uganda and neighbouring countries.  Bwindi alone harbours 347 bird species. 
These unique mountain forest areas contribute to the heritage and well-being of Uganda, Africa and the world.  In collaboration with a range of local, national and international agencies, ITFC addresses the challenges of ensuring their effective conservation. 
The human face of conservation
Southwest Uganda is home to as many as 500 people per sq. kilometre. Many of these people are subsistence farmers who supplement their meagre existence with forest products such as honey and handicraft materials.  Others look to forests to provide clean water, tourist revenues, or illegal products such as meat.  
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Women harvest craft materials from the forest
Decades ago, when the forests were first declared off-limits, people suffered.  The Batwa people, who once found all their material and spiritual needs in forests, are a sad example. Recently considerable effort has been expended on reducing such human costs but success has been mixed. New ways to reconcile development and conservation are clearly needed.
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People in Southwest Uganda are amongst the poorest in the country

Research programmes 

Reconciling people and conservation is not simple. Good management and policy depend on good understanding.  ITFC works closely with local partners to ensure research questions and results are relevant and useful.  
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Uganda has more than half of the world’s mountain gorillas: the focus of major international research collaborations

ITFC coordinates research and monitoring in Uganda’s mountain gorilla homelands –including the Ugandan portion of the Virunga Volcanoes.  This wider region has hosted many pioneering conservation efforts combining tourism, trust funds and integrated conservation and development activities.  ITFC has documented lessons learned for application across Africa and the world.
ITFC’s achievements cover many themes: 
· Regulation of multiple-use-zones to reduce pressures on national parks
· The successful habituation of gorilla groups for research and tourism 

· Coordination of regular gorilla censuses
· Wide adoption of methods to limit crop damage by animals on park boundaries 
· Water quality monitoring leading to changes in local environmental regulations
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Monitoring impacts from a water extraction scheme within Mgahinga Gorilla National Park
Training and collaborations
More than 50 post-graduate students have studied at ITFC and are now amongst Uganda’s leading conservationists and scholars.  Researchers from around the world are attracted by ITFC’s reputation as a centre pursuing globally important issues in a unique setting and with impressive facilities, including offices, library, internet access, herbarium, laboratory and accommodation. 
Hospitality
ITFC welcomes not only researchers and students but all visitors to the forest and its rich wildlife.  
ITFC’s guest house, education centre and other facilities are available for hire by tourists and others—offering an ideal venue for workshops and outdoor education projects.  
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ITFC’s library offers an impressive collection on conservation, ecology and development
Support us
ITFC is supported by several sponsors and partners but long-term financial security is a challenge.  Continuing support is required. 

In the USA, tax-deductible donations to support ITFC can be sent to:
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The Africa Program 
Wildlife Conservation Society
2300 Southern Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10460, USA
 www.wcs.org/Uganda 
Want to know more? See www.itfc.org
Please contact us.
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Location: Ruhija, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park (Box 44, Kabale, Uganda)
Tel: +256 39 2709753
Fax: +256 39 2251753
Email: info@itfc.org 
Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation
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Helping ensure the conservation of 

Uganda’s natural heritage for future 

generations
www.itfc.org
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