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INTRODUCTION
My education, work and research experience has been concentrated in environment sciences, natural resource management and wildlife conservation. I have extensive inter-cultural experience from working with different cultural groups of people and the poor and marginalized living adjacent protected areas of the Albertine Rift. I have traveled quite extensively in other parts of the world like all the Great Lakes Region countries, Denmark, United Kingdom and United States of America. I have strong leadership skills and am able to work in restrictive and challenging environments.
PERSONAL DETAILS

Full name: Robert Bitariho.

Date & place of Birth: 29th March 1970 at Mulago Hospital, Kampala, Uganda
Nationality: Ugandan
Marital Status: Married
Address: Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation,

P O. Box 44, Kabale, Uganda

Telephone: +256- 392-709-753(office) +256-772-480-885 (mobile)

E-mail:bitariho@itfc.org / bitarihorobert@gmail.com 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
MSc: 
(Master of Science in Environmental Sciences and Natural Resource
           Management), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (8th October
           1999)
           Institute of Environment and Natural Resource Management

Thesis: “The abundance, distribution and utilization of Montane

            Bamboo in Bwindi Impenetrable and Mgahinga Gorilla National

Parks, S.W Uganda.”
BSc:
(Bachelor of Science (Hons), Botany and Zoology)
           Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (20th January 1995)
           Department of Botany and Zoology

UACE: (Uganda Advanced Certificate of Education)-Physics, Chemistry,

             Biology and subsidiary Mathematics
             Ntare School, Mbarara, Uganda (1989-1991)
UCE:    (Uganda Certificate of Education, Grade 1), English Language,

             Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History and

             Commerce
             Kigezi College Butobere, Kabale, Uganda (1984-1987)
OTHER CERTIFICATIONS

TBA/MAK: Tropical Biology Association (TBA)/Makerere University 
                  Certificate of specialized training in writing for publication,
                  Fundraising, communication skills, and applying for research
                  Grants at Makerere University faculty of forestry and nature
                 Conservation, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda 
                 (8th August to 11th August 2006)
ESRI/GIS: Environmental Systems Research Institute Inc, Certificates of 
                  Advanced Geographical Information Systems (GIS), Use of 

                  ARCGIS 9 spatial analyst tool training for Wildlife Conservation in
                 Washington DC, USA (September-November 2004)

MSTDC/CARE: MS-Training Center for Development Co-operation, Certificate 

                           Of Collaborative Forest Management (CFM), Arusha,
                           Tanzania (July-August 2002)

WCS/GIS:       Wildlife Conservation Society Certificate of basic training in 
                         GIS for Wildlife Conservation in Nairobi Kenya (June 2002)

GTZ/UWA/MIST: German Technical Cooperation and Uganda Wildlife Authority

                             Certificate in the use of Management Information Systems

                             (MIST) for Wildlife Managers, Kampala, Uganda 
                             (February 2002)
OTHER SHORT COURSES/ACTIVITIES/TRAININGS ATTENDED
Remote Sensing course: Introductory course in Remote sensing techniques

Conducted by the Woods Hole Research Center (USA) at WCS MESA Hub, Kampala, Uganda (18th to 23rd June 2006)
Team Leader: Virunga conservation area mountain gorilla census in                        Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and Uganda
                        (August-October 2003)
Aerial photo interpretation: Aerial Photo and its application in vegetation mapping for Bwindi Impenetrable National Park at Makerere University Institute of Environment and Natural Resource Management, Kampala, Uganda. (June-July 2003)

 Geographical Information Systems (GIS): GIS training for Environment and Natural Resource Managers, training in map making using ArcView, ArcInfo, TNT Mips at Makerere University (September 1999)
Ranger Based Monitoring (RBM): RBM training programme for wildlife managers facilitated by the International Gorilla Conservation Programme-(IGCP) at White Horse Inn Kabale, Uganda (October 1998)
GRANTS/SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
USAID/PRIME/West Grant: Research grant of 36,348,000ushs for
Assessing the potential supply of plant resources for local community use in Kyambura and Kigezi wildlife Reserves of Queen Elizabeth protected area, western Uganda, (July 2006)
ASARECA-CGS Grant: Competitive Grant System of 52,331euros for
Evaluating Integrated Watershed Management options in the Kigezi
Highlands, Uganda under the management of World Agroforestry 
Center/ICRAF, African Highlands Initiative (AHI) and Associates for Strategic 
Resource Development and Environmental Management Limited (ASRDEM),
Grant Contract Number: AHI/ICRAF_CGS:001/06_UGA (19 May 2006)
DFID/NATUREUG GRANT: DFID/Nature Uganda research grant of
6,532,000Ushs for developing an off-take monitoring system for Echuya

Forest reserve, S.W Uganda (August 2005)
AWF/IGCP GRANT: AWF/International Gorilla Conservation Program research grant of 12,758,000ushs for determining the status of montane bamboo in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, S.W Uganda (January 2005)
SCGIS SCHOLARSHIP: Society for Conservation Geographical Information
Systems (SCGIS) scholarship of 12,000$ to attend the SCGIS training in
Washington DC and 7th Annual conference at the US Fish and Wildlife Services National Conservation Center, West Virginia 
(August 2004).

EDF/EC Grant: Research grant of 2,500euros for the sustainable harvesting of bamboo in Echuya Forest Reserve S.W Uganda under the management of Forest Resources Management and Conservation Programme of Forest Department (15th February 2004)
WWF GRANT: Grant of 10,000$ for the study of Msc degree course at Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (1996-1999)
WORK EXPERIENCE

October 2006-Present: Research Officer/Research Fellow Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation- Mbarara University of Science and Technology (MUST), Mbarara, Uganda.

May 1999-October 2006: Senior Field Officer/GIS specialist Ecological Monitoring Programme, Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation(ITFC), Kabale, Uganda
May 1998-May 1999: Field Officer Ecological Monitoring Programme, Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation, Kabale, Uganda

October 1997-May 1998: Consultant for ITFC in establishing methods and protocols for monitoring the effects of harvesting of bamboo rhizomes from Bwindi and Mgahinga National Parks.

October 1994-October 1995: Research Assistant at Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Kabale,
June 1991 to October 1993: Part time biology teacher at Kigezi College Butobere, Kabale, Uganda
Research Officer/Research Fellow-MUST (Responsibilities)
-Supervise students in the Biology department of MUST and any other duties assigned by the head of department

-To design, implement and direct a multidisciplinary research and monitoring of ecological relationships and biodiversity in Mgahinga and Bwindi National Parks under director ITFC

-To disseminate the research findings to stakeholders through workshops and reports.

-Establish and implement a Collaborative Forest Management (CFM) working closely with the local community and other NGOs working in protected areas of the Albertine Rift. 

-Supervision of Junior Staff, budgeting and drafting of annual operation plans.

-Designing and implementing field studies in different disciplines that contribute to the management of protected areas in the Albertine Rift
-To design a well working GIS database for protected areas in the Albertine Rift
-To Make base maps of protected areas in the Albertine Rift

a for various organisations and stakeholders working there
-To analyse and produce reports and maps of complex GIS analysis (spatial analysis) in order to understand complex biodiversity relationships in the Albertine Rift protected areas
-To continually update the GIS database of protected areas in the Albertine Rift.
OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES

Board member of the local community steering committee (LCSC) of the Bwindi Mgahinga Conservation Trust (BMCT) (1999-present)
Responsibilities

-Represent the Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation at the LCSC

-Give technical advice (biodiversity conservation and EIA) to the LCSC 

-Choose viable local community projects such as local dispensaries, schools etc to be funded by the MBIFCT trust fund

TECHNICAL ABILITIES

Zoological:

Knowledgeable and considerable field experience in animal surveys especially mountain gorillas and research methods and data analysis

Botanical:

Knowledgeable in quantifying non-timber forest resources and various plant sampling techniques and participatory rural appraisal methods

Socio-economical

Experienced in a wide range of socio-economic surveys of people living adjacent protected areas

Extensive experience in conflict resolution between local communities and protected area managers

Ecological

Experienced in Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)

Computers

Extensive knowledge of Computer and its applications with a wide experience in word processing (Microsoft word,), spreadsheets (Microsoft excel, SPSS, SYSTAT), Geographical Information Systems (ArcView, ArcInfo, TNT Mips), PowerPoint and data base management (MIST, Microsoft Access)

Vehicle experience:

Licensed to drive commercial vehicles, motor cars and motor bikes (Kampala Inspector of vehicles) - Been driving on rough terrain roads around protected areas in the Albertine Rift like Bwindi, Mgahinga, Rwenzori and Queen Elizabeth National Parks using four-wheel drive vehicles

RESEARCH INTERESTS

-Wildlife -human conflicts and integration of human needs in conservation

-Human impacts on ecosystems, and maintenance of biological diversity in managed ecosystems

-Community access to non-timber forest resources

-Impacts of community use of forest products from protected areas

-Impacts of protected areas on the socio-economic status of adjacent  Local communities

-Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of projects

LANGUAGES

English: Excellent 

Rukiga, Runyankore, Runyoro/Rutoro:
Excellent 

Luganda: Excellent 

Rufumbira/Kinyarwanda: Fluent 

Swahili: Fluent
PUBLICATIONS/CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Bitariho, R and Mcneilage A, 2007. Population structure of montane bamboo and causes of its decline in Echuya Central Forest Reserve, South West Uganda, African Journal of Ecology, 46, 325-332
H.J. Ndangalasi, R. Bitariho, and Delali B.K. Dovie, 2007. Harvesting of non-timber forest products and implications for conservation in two montane forests of East Africa, Biological Conservation, Vol 134 (2,) 242-250, Elsevier.
Bitariho R, McNeilage A, Babaasa D and Barigyira R (2006). Plant harvest impacts and sustainability in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, S.W Uganda. African Journal of Ecology, 44 (1), 14-21
Bitariho R and Mosango M (2005). Abundance, distribution, utilization and conservation of Sinarundinaria alpina in Bwindi and Mgahinga forest National Parks, South West Uganda. Journal of Ethnobotany research and applications, 3 (3): 191-200.
Alastair McNeilage, Martha M. Robbins, Maryke Gray, William Olupot, Dennis Babaasa, Robert Bitariho, Aventino Kasangaki, Helga Rainer, Steven Asuma, Ghad Mugiri, Julia Baker (2005). Census of the mountain gorilla population in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda, Oryx 40 (4), 419-427. 
Babaasa, Dennis, Eilu, Gerald, Kasangaki, Aventino, Bitariho, Robert & McNeilage, Alastair (2004). Gap characteristics and regeneration in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. African Journal of Ecology 42 (3), 217-224.
Kasangaki Aventino, Babaasa Dennis, Efitre Jackson, McNeilage Alastair, Bitariho Robert (2006). Links between anthropogenic perturbations and Benthic macroinvertebrate assemblages in Afromontane forest streams in Uganda. Hydrobiologia 563:231-245.
Bitariho R (2004). GIS Application in the zoning of Bwindi National Park. Proceedings of the Society for Conservation Geographical Information Systems 7th Annual conference, West Virginia, USA

 www.scgis.org/2004_Conference/2004_program.pdf
Bitariho R, McNeilage A, Babaasa D, and Kasangaki A. 2002. The impact of harvesting wild plants in the multiple-use zones of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda, Annual Conference of the Society for Conservation Biology, Canterbury, Kent, UK, www.kent.ac.uk/anthropology/ dice/scb2002/abstracts/Tuesday/sruone.html
Bitariho R, Babaasa D, Maryke G (2000). Assessing the potential supply of plant resources for community needs in a multiple use zone of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, S.W Uganda, in proceedings of the annual Society for Conservation Biology meeting (9th –12th June 2000) in Missoula, Montana University, USA.

Babaasa, D., Eilu, G., Kasangaki, A. and Bitariho, R. (2001). Canopy gap characteristics in a logged Albertine Rift Afromontane forest island. In Tropical Ecosystems: Structure, Diversity and Human Welfare. Proceedings of the International Conference on Tropical Ecosystems. Ganeshaiah, K.N., Uma Shaanker, R. and Bawa, K.S., (eds.)-Oxford-IBH, New Delhi. Pp. 282-285.

Babaasa D, Bitariho R, Gray M, McNeilage A, Malenky R and Kasangaki A. 2000. Adaptive ecological monitoring in two Albertine Rift Afromontane island forests. (Abstract). Annual Conference of the Society for Conservation Biology. Missoula, Montana, USA.

Kasangaki A, Effitre J, Babaasa D, McNeilage A, and Bitariho R. 2002. Benthic macro invertebrates in biomonitoring in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. (Abstract). Annual Conference of the Society for Conservation Biology. Canterbury, Kent, UK 

UNPUBLISHED REPORTS

Bitariho R and McNeilage A (2005). The Status of montane bamboo in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, S.W Uganda. A consultancy report for IGCP, Ruth towers, Kampala, Uganda

Bitariho R, Mugyerwa B, Barigyira R, Kagoda E, (2004). People’s attitudes and new demands since inception of multiple use programme in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, S.W Uganda. Unpublished report, Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation, Kabale, Uganda.

Bitariho, R and McNelage A (2004). Sustainable harvest of bamboo in Echuya Forest Reserve, S.W Uganda. A consultancy report for NFA, Kampala, Uganda

Bitariho, R, Babaasa D, McNeilage A, Kasangaki A (2004). Plant harvest impacts and sustainability in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, S.W Uganda, Unpublished report, ITFC, Ruhija, Kabale

Namara, A., McNeilage, A., Franks, P., Blomley, T. Infield, M., Malpas,

R.Donaldson, A. W. Olupot, R Bitariho, J. Baker (2004). Bwindi Impenetrable and Mgahinga Gorilla National Parks in Uganda: has 15 years of ICD programming achieved conservation impact? Unpublished report, Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation, Kabale, Uganda.

Bitariho, R, Maryke G, Babaasa D, Kasangaki A (2001). The impact of water harvesting in Kabiranyuma swamp, Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, southwest, Uganda, Unpublished report, ITFC, Ruhija, Kabale

Bitariho R, Babaasa D, Kasangaki A (2001). Methods for monitoring harvesting impacts of key utilised plant species in Bwindi Impenetrable

National Park, S.W Uganda, Unpublished report, ITFC, Ruhija, Kabale

Bitariho, R, Babaasa D, Kasangaki A (2000). Weather Patterns at Ruhija, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, South West Uganda, Unpublished report, ITFC, Ruhija, Kabale

Babaasa, D., Kasangaki, A. and Bitariho, R. (2000). Forest Fire Prevention and Control in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Southwest Uganda. A discussion Paper, Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation-Ecological Monitoring Programme

Kasangaki, A., Babaasa, D., Bitariho, R. and Mugiri, G. (2001). A survey of burnt areas in Bwindi and Mgahinga National Parks, Southwest Uganda: The fires of 2000. Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation-Ecological Monitoring Programme

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

1986-1987:  House Prefect Bikangaga House- Kigezi College Butobere, Kabale

1987-1988:  Debating/ Entertainment Chairman-Kigezi College Butobere, 

1989-1990:  House Captain Africa House-Ntare School, Mbarara

1990-1991:  Sports Chairman-Ntare School, Mbarara

1991-1992:  Captain Athletics Nkrumah Hall, Makerere University, Kampala

1993-1994:  Deputy Sports Minister Nkrumah Hall Makerere University, 
1993-1994:  Captain Taekwondo Club Makerere University, Kampala

